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About KirwanInstitute
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Ã Multidisciplinary applied research 
institute

Ä Our mission is to expand opportunity 
for all, especially for our most 
marginalized communities

Ã Founded in 2003 by john powell



About Our Work

Ã Emphasis on how systems work to produce inequity

Ä How do multiple issues interact to either depress or uplift certain 
populations or communities?

ÄWhat can we do to òstrategically interveneó and improve 
outcomes for marginalized communities

Ã Extensive use of GIS/mapping in our work

Ä Inequity has a geographic footprint

Ä Leverage points sometimes geographic in scope

Ä Maps powerful for tools for

ÂResearch

ÂDesigning policy/programming

ÂCommunicating research/issues to the public and other stakeholders
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ÇGIS, its use and effectiveness

ÇUse of mapping in our work

ÇOpportunity mapping: Assumptions, methodology 

and examples

Ç Applications and Impact

Overview4



Introduction
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Ã What is GIS?

Ä "A geographic information system (GIS) is a computer-based tool for 
mapping and analyzing things that exist and events that happen on earth. 
GIS technology integrates common database operations such as query 
and statistical analysis with the unique visualization and geographic 

analysis benefits offered by maps."

Ä òGIS allows us to view, understand, question, interpret, and visualize data 
in many ways that reveal relationships, patterns, and trends in the form of  
maps, globes, reports, and charts.ó

Ä òA GIS helps you answer questions and solve problems by looking at 
your data in a way that is quickly understood and easily shared.ó

Ä Bing maps, Google Earth, GPS 

Source: Environmental Systems Research Institute



Why use maps?

Maps are incredibly efficient

Ã compacting volumes of data 

Ã ability to convey information in 
seconds

Ã tell a story or solve a problem
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