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National Unemployment 

In September, the overall economy lost 95,000 non-farm jobs and the unemployment rate was 
unchanged from the previous month at 9.6 percent. Unemployment rates for the Latino population 
increased by 0.4 points of a percentage, while White unemployment remained about the same for the 
past four months, from June to September 2010 (see Chart 1). Over the past year (September 2009 – 
September 2010) Black unemployment has risen by 5.9 percent, while Latino and White 
unemployment have fallen by 0.3 and 4.1 percent, respectively (see Table 1). 
 

Chart 1. U.S. Unemployment Rate by Race: April 2010- September 2010 

 

 

Table 1. U.S. Unemployed (in thousands) by Race 
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Unemployment by Race, Gender  and Age  
 
September data from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics shows a disproportionately higher 
unemployment rate for teens ages 16 to 19 compared to the 20+ age group. Chart 2 shows this 
disparity in unemployment rates by race, by gender, and by age. Chart 3 shows a breakdown of teen 
unemployment rates from April 2010 to Septemer 2010. Notice that Black teens have experienced an 
overall increase of 11.7 percent in unemployment rate from April 2010-September 2010.  

 

Chart 2. U.S. Unemployment Rates by Race, Gender and Age for September 2010 

 

  

Chart 3. U.S. Teen Unemployment Rates by Race from April 2010 to September 2010 
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Federal ARRA Contract Procurement 

Tracking stimulus contracts allocated to business owners by race is one method to measure the equity 
of America’s Recovery. The aggregate total of contracts and contract values received by non-White-
owned businesses continues to fall below their share of the U.S. market, as measured by the 2007 
Economic Census. (See Chart 4.) 

Chart 4. Federal ARRA Contract Procurements by Race of Recipient Business Owner (Feb 09- Sept 10) 
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Race-Recovery Index
The Race-Recovery Index, a project of the Kirwan Institute, 
is designed to measure how all people, but particularly 
marginalized populations, are faring in the midst of the national 
recovery efforts. The two primary tools for measurement 
used on a monthly basis are the national unemployment 
figures by race, and the Federal contract procurement of the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA). 
Additional forms of measurement may eventually be added. 

For more information, please visit: 

www.fairrecovery.org
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